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February 26, 2009 
 
The Honorable Jason Allen 
Michigan Senate 
P.O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI 48909-7536 
 
Dear Senator Allen: 
 
 The Long Term Care Supports and Services Advisory Commission 
is deeply concerned about the quality, availability and affordability of long 
term care services in our state.  In these tough economic times, as you 
struggle with budget shortfalls, we urge you to keep the current and future 
needs of those touched by the need for long-term care – in other words, 
virtually every Michigan family – in mind.    
 
 Long-term care spans a range of settings, from care in a person’s 
home to care in skilled nursing facilities to small group adult foster care 
homes and assisted living.  Quality long-term care services allow people 
with disabilities and older people to live full lives.  These services are very 
different from hospital and physician services, which are short term and 
focused on “cures;” long-term care is focused on supports, often including 
rehabilitation care, and on consumer choice and control. 
 
 Even though individuals pay for much of the long-term care they 
receive, public funding is critical if Michigan families are to have access to 
a full array of services.  For example, most people using nursing home care 
pay their own way until their savings are gone, then must rely on Medicaid 
to help them pay for their care.  “Marge” (names changed) has lived in a 
Grand Rapids nursing facility for three years, paying with her own savings.  
This October, her savings were depleted and she applied for Medicaid.  
Marge has spent over $200,000 of her own money for care, and now most 
of her monthly income of $1,209 will be paid to the facility, with Medicaid 
paying the balance each month.  Marge needs the publicly funded support 
of Medicaid to continue living and being supported in the nursing facility 
of her choice. 
 

People using supports in their own homes often rely on a 
combination of paid caregivers, volunteer support, and publicly funded 
services.  “Fred” has lived in his Southeast Michigan apartment for 12 
years.  Fred is 55 and has several physical disabilities.  His wife and 
caregiver suddenly died last year, and Fred needs more support from 
formal programs than when she was living.  Fred’s income is below the 
$1,911 limit for MI Choice, but there is a long waiting list for that program 
in his area.  Fred is not getting the support he needs, and his health is 
beginning to deteriorate from a lack of daily assistance.  He needs an 
adequately-funded MI Choice program if he is to maintain his life.   
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Marge, Fred and the tens of thousands of other Michigan citizens who rely on long-term care 
services need to know that those services will be there for them tomorrow.  With the number of citizens 
needing long-term care increasing – it is expected to double over the next 20 years – we cannot rely on 
short-term budget fixes.  We need a state revenue base that is adequate to meet our current unmet needs, 
and will grow as the need grows. 

 
 Simply put, we cannot cut our way out of this dilemma.  More workers are needed to provide care, 
and more staff at the Department of Human Services are essential to establishing eligibility and access to 
publicly funded Long Term Care services.  Department staffing has sunk to 33% of workers needed to 
address current caseloads, let alone begin addressing the capacity necessary to respond to ever increasing 
caseloads. 
 
 The good news is that Long Term Care supports and services are a growth sector in our economy.  
There will be more jobs and more opportunities for the next generation of workers in this sector.  
Michigan’s direct care workforce has already grown by a full third since 1999 to 93,470 in 2007. 
Michigan Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth projects another 20% growth in these 
positions or another 25,000 jobs by 2016, exceeding the overall health sector job growth of 15.5%. For 
added perspective, note direct care worker jobs are growing at roughly three times the overall rate of 
job growth slated for the period in Michigan.  
 

Even if a federal stimulus package provides some relief to Michigan, Long Term Care planning will 
require thoughtful work from you in developing a plan for the next 10 years in Michigan.  We urge you as 
policy makers to plan for the growth in Long Term Care, to invest in the safety net of publicly funded Long 
Term Care, to invest in training and re-training programs so that workers are qualified and ready to work in 
this field, and to look at public funding as not only an investment in the safety net, but as a building block 
to Michigan’s economic recovery. 
 
 The Long Term Care Supports and Services Advisory Commission looks forward to working with 
you in designing and planning for Michigan’s future in Long Term Care. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Farmer 
Chair 
 
c: Peggy Brey, Interim Director, Office of Long-Term Care Supports and Services 
 
 


