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Patricia E. Kefalas Dudek Named to Board of Directors of National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys 
Assumes Leadership Role in Professional Association for Elder and Special Needs Law 
Attorneys 

 
Farmington Hills, MI – Patricia E. Kefalas Dudek has been appointed to the Board of Directors 
of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) for 2012-2013. NAELA is a 
professional association of over 4,200 attorneys who are dedicated to improving the quality of 
legal services provided to seniors and people with special needs. NAELA members assist their 
clients with public benefits, probate and estate planning, guardianship/conservatorship, and 
health and long-term care planning, among other important issues. 
 
As a board member, Ms. Dudek will help develop recommendations and plans for innovative 
opportunities on issues and trends relevant to NAELA and Elder and Special Needs Law.  
 
Patricia E. Kefalas Dudek is the principal of Patricia E. Kefalas Dudek & Associates and the Past 
Chair of the Elder Law & Disability Rights Section of the State Bar of Michigan. Her practice 
concentrates in elder law, Medicaid, estate planning, estates/trust administration, probate, 
administrative law, and disability advocacy.  
 
Upon learning of her appointment, Ms. Dudek said, “NAELA is a leading voice for social justice 
on behalf of elders and people with disabilities and I am honored and to be included in the 
organization’s leadership!” 
 
Ms. Dudek is also a Board Member of United Cerebral Palsy of Metropolitan Detroit, the 
Bonnell Foundation (a non-profit for families and children with cystic fibrosis), and is on the 
Government Affairs Committee of The Arc Michigan. 
 
About Elder and Special Needs Law 
Elder and Special Needs Law are specialized areas that involve representing, counseling and 
assisting seniors, people with disabilities and their families in connection with a variety of legal 
issues, with a primary emphasis on promoting the highest quality of life for individuals. 
Typically, Elder Law and Special Needs Law address the convergence of legal needs with the 
social, psychological, medical and financial needs of individuals. The Elder Law and Special 
Needs Law attorney handles estate planning and counsels clients about planning for incapacity 
with health care decision-making documents. The Elder and Special Needs Law attorney also 
assists clients in planning for possible long-term care needs, including at-home care, assisted 
living or nursing home care. Locating the appropriate type of care, coordinating public and 
private resources to finance the cost of care and working to ensure the client’s right to quality 
care are all part of the Elder and Special Needs Law practice. 
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