
Memorandum
TO: The Honorable Roger Kahn, M.D., Chair

Members, Senate Appropriations 
Department of Community Health Subcommittee

FROM: Felicia Wasson – Associate State Director, Government Affairs
Andy Farmer – Associate State Director, Health & Supportive Services

DATE: Thursday, March 13, 2008

RE: Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Department of Community Health Budget

AARP appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed Fiscal Year 
2008-2009 Department of Community Health Budget.  As the nation’s largest 
organization representing the interest of those over age 50, we take a particular interest in 
several of the proposed items in the budget.

We feel that there must be an unequivocal priority reflected in the Michigan state budget 
for long-term care, supports, and services. Adequate home and community based care 
must be further enhanced to bring full balance to the array of LTC supports and services 
to meet needs and preferences.

A unified long-term care line item enables funding efficiencies according to people’s 
needs and preferences. People in licensed adult foster care and homes for the aged should 
be able to “age-in-place” and avoid transfer to a nursing home if that is their wish.  
Funding, ultimately, should be assigned to individuals, not to buildings.

AARP whole heartedly supports the Governor’s Long-Term Care budget, which includes 
an increase in wages for Home Help workers, raising them to a little above the minimum 
wage. Beyond the wonderful enhancements in funding of home and community based 
waiver services we do see in the Governor’s proposal, we remain concerned about the 
adequacy of proposed funding for nursing facility reimbursement rates and other overdue 
reimbursement enhancements for other community based provider sectors. Indeed overall 
increases for all facility and community based long term care services -- across the entire 
array of long term care supports and services -- are still needed to meet the current and 
future needs of our aging populations and persons with disabilities. 

We oppose the perception or practice of the funding of some at the expense of the other. 
All LTC services and settings concern frail, vulnerable adults, so instead AARP calls on 
the Administration and the Legislature to work in partnership to identify possible 
resources and funding streams outside of the Community Health budget that would assure 
full choice and quality for these important populations. We continue to oppose any cuts 



to health services, especially Medicaid Programs, and call on the State of Michigan to 
build on its courageous record of protecting these citizens.

We are also very adamant that Single Point of Entry funding must be continued and 
enhanced. A statewide network of these one-stop shopping centers for consumers and 
their families will be vital once the current demonstration period draws to a close.

There is a need for accountability of quality assurance and improvement across the array 
of long-term care, supports, and services. Let’s work together to assure whatever new 
accountability standards can draw their baselines of outcomes and goals for quality 
improvement and efficiencies from services and settings that are properly funded. 


