
The Detroit Zoo needs our help. 
A place to have fun. To discover and grow. Kids love the Zoo. Adults love 
the Zoo. It’s among our most cherished institutions. And it’s hard to imagine 
what life would be like around here without it remaining strong.   
 
Unfortunately, this is the predicament we face.  If you haven’t heard already, 
the Zoo lost substantial funding when responsibility for its management 
passed from the City of Detroit to the Detroit Zoological Society 
(DZS) in 2006. And this is your chance to help them out.  
 
How much will it cost me? 
If the millage passes, it will cost the average tri-county household about $10 
per year. And it would provide our community with a world-class Zoo for 
generations to come. 
 
What’s being proposed? 
To close the funding gap, Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties (where 
85% of Zoo visitors live) have placed proposals on the August 2008 ballots. 
This millage would levy .10 mill on all taxable property for a period of 10 
years. 
 
Are most zoos partially funded by taxpayers?  
This type of public funding is common for zoos. In fact, more than two-
thirds of nationally accredited zoos receive public funding through their 
local government or a special tax. Funds provided by the Zoo millage would 
be a fraction of public funding received by other major zoos. By  
comparison, it’s the lowest millage rate among nearby zoos. 
 
About the Detroit Zoo. 
Did you know the Detroit Zoo is one of the top accredited zoos in the 
nation? It’s also home to more than 3,000 animals and hosts over 127,000 
schoolchildren and teachers on field trips each year.  Last year alone, the 
Zoo welcomed over one million visitors. It plays an important cultural, 
educational and economic role in our community. 
 
Who runs the Zoo? 
The Detroit Zoological Society (DZS) is the nonprofit organization 
responsible for governance, management and operations of the Detroit Zoo 
and Belle Isle Nature Zoo. 


