
Keeping The Americans with Disabilities 

Act Spirit Throughout The Year 

It is our obligation to the disability community and to our society to 

endeavor to complete the yet unfinished work that the ADA has be-

gun. To reach that end, we must better understand the ADA. Here are 

a number of resources that can help you understand the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. 

Follow the link below to information about an introductory web-

course on the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) that is 

designed to help increase your knowledge and understanding of the 

basic principles and core concepts in the ADA and the ADA Amend-

ments Act of 2008 (ADAAA). There is no cost for the non-credit 

course.  

—> Click Here for Link to info about the ADA Basic Building Blocks Course 

—> Click Here for Overview from United Spinal Association 

Proposed New Medicare Payment System  
May Affect Beneficiaries 

 

Medicare is proposing a new flat rate reimbursement system for doctors who 

treat Medicare patients. Some worry that the plan may reduce payments to spe-

cialists and cause fewer doctors to accept Medicare patients. 

 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) says the proposed 

changes are designed to reduce paperwork by combining four levels of forms re-

quired for reimbursement into one form and one fee paid to doctors. Under the 

new system, doctors who see generally healthy patients and doctors who see 

more complicated patients would receive the same flat fee. According to a report 

by NPR, the flat fee would mean doctors who specialize in complex medical ar-

eas would receive a smaller reimbursement than under the current system. Doc-

tors would receive the same amount regardless of whether they spent 15 minutes 

with a patient complaining of a head cold or an hour with a patient with stage 4 

cancer. 

 

—> Click Here to Read Further 

Are State ABLE Programs Sustainable?  

Disability Advocates Raise Concerns 
 

In the past two years, nearly every state in the country has passed legislation ena-

bling people with disabilities and their families to open new savings accounts, 

modeled after popular 529 college savings plans, to save for disability related 

expenses. 

 

But early projections indicate that many of these state savings programs are los-

ing money, in part due to fewer accounts being opened than initially expected. 

 

 

—> Click Here to Continue Reading  
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Alzheimer's Guidelines for Primary Care Announced 

At its annual meeting, the Alzheimer's Association previewed its first-ever clini-

cal practice guidelines for primary care physicians evaluating Alzheimer's dis-

ease, dementia, and neurodegenerative cognitive behavioral syndromes, to be 

released in full later this year. 

Twenty recommendations for primary and specialty care settings are in the new 

guidelines that were introduced at the Alzheimer's Association International Con-

ference on Sunday. Key points were outlined in a press release; the formal clini-

cal practice guidelines will appear later in a peer-reviewed journal and will in-

clude rationales behind the recommendations to provide context for physicians 

and nurse practitioners, a spokesperson for the association said. 

 

                —> Click Here to Continue Reading  

This e-newsletter is a publication of Patricia E. Dudek & Associates. The legal informa-

tion presented in this e-newsletter is intended for information purposes only and is not a 

substitute for consultation with a legal professional.   

SSA Liberalizes Rules on When Special Needs Trusts 
Can Reimburse Family Members for Travel 

 

Travel is sometimes necessary when a family has a child with special 

needs.  Family members may need to visit the person with special needs, or a 

medical emergency may require travel to care for the loved one, or the family 

may simply want to take the child with special needs on vacation. 

 

For years, the Social Security Administration (SSA) has placed strict limitations 

on when special needs trusts can distribute payments to family members for 

travel expenses. But with recent changes, it is now significantly easier for family 

members to obtain reimbursement from special needs trusts for certain travel ex-

penses. 

 

—> Click Here to Continue Reading 
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Lawsuit Alleges Assisted Living Facilities  
Discriminate Against Wheelchair Users 

 

A lawsuit in New York state highlights an issue with some assisted living facili-

ties: No wheelchairs allowed. The lawsuit claims that state regulations and facil-

ity policies discriminate against residents and potential residents who use wheel-

chairs. 

 

Filed on behalf of the Fair Housing Justice Center and an anonymous assisted liv-

ing resident, the lawsuit alleges that four assisted living facilities in New York 

refused to admit applicants who were in a wheelchair and threatened to evict or 

actually evicted residents who started using wheelchairs. According to the law-

suit, state regulations are to blame. The regulations prohibit assisted living facili-

ties from admitting residents who are "unable to transfer" or "chronically chair-

fast." The lawsuit argues that these regulations, which predate federal anti-

discrimination laws, are outdated and violate current federal disability discrimina-

tion law. 

 

—> Click Here to Read Further 

Contributions to ABLE Accounts May Now be  

Eligible for the Saver’s Credit 
 

Under the federal tax code, certain low- and middle-income workers are eligible 

for a tax credit, known as the Saver’s Credit, designed to reward them for con-

tributing to their retirement plans. 

 

The new tax law, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, provides that people will now be 

able to benefit from the credit when they contribute to ABLE accounts for peo-

ple with special needs. 

 

With the Saver’s Credit, people can receive a credit equivalent to 50, 20, or 10 

percent of their annual contributions to Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs), 

including both traditional or Roth IRAs, or employer-sponsored retirement 

plans -- and now ABLE accounts as well -- up to $2,000.  

 

 

—> Click Here for the Full Article 

Victory in Colorado in the 65 and older  
pooled trust case 

 

Follow the link below to access the Order on Judicial Review for an appeal by 

the plaintiff of a final agency decision by the Colorado State Department of 

Health Care Policy and Financing ("Department") which imposed a penalty pe-

riod on the plaintiff’s receipt of Medicaid long-term care benefits. 

 

 

—> Click Here for Access to the Order  
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Where’s My New Medicare Card? How to  
Find Out the Status 

 

The federal government has begun mailing new Medicare cards to 59 million 

Americans. You should keep track of when your new card will arrive and contact 

Medicare if you don't receive it. 

 

To prevent fraud and fight identity theft, the federal government is issuing new 

cards to all Medicare beneficiaries that will no longer have beneficiaries' Social 

Security numbers on them. The government began mailing the cards in April 

2018 and the new cards should be completely distributed by April 2019. The 

cards are being mailed in phases based on the state the beneficiary lives in. 

 

To check the status of card mailing in your state, go here: https://

www.medicare.gov/newcard/. The map will show whether Medicare has sent 

new cards to your state.   

 

 

—> Click Here for More Information 

New Qualifications for ALJs Are Bad News for  

Social Security Beneficiaries, Legal Experts Warn 
 

On July 10, President Trump issued an executive order that could compromise 

the independence of federal agency judges, most of whom work at the Social Se-

curity Administration (SSA).  "Nothing less than the integrity of the administra-

tive judiciary is at issue here," the president of the American Bar Association 

said.   

 

Federal agencies like the SSA often decide when individuals are entitled to gov-

ernment benefits, are liable for fines, and other important matters. When an indi-

vidual is dissatisfied with those decisions, administrative law judges (ALJs) are 

the independent arbiters who conduct trial-like hearings to determine whether the 

decision was wrongly made.  

 

President Trump’s order significantly changes the way all ALJs will be 

hired.  With that change, some fear that the outcomes of ALJ reviews in such 

cases also may change.  

 

The President said the change was required by a recent Supreme Court decision 

that ALJs must be appointed by either the President, a court, or the head of a fed-

eral agency, making them political appointees.  But some experts say that Trump 

went further than the Court’s decision required, and they warn that the new rule 

could compromise the neutrality of ALJs because agency heads can now hire 

anyone licensed and admitted to practice law in the U.S., based solely on their 

viewpoints.  

 

—> Click Here for the Full Article 

To everything there is a season – except tax scams 

Many people don’t really think about taxes once the tax season is over…but peo-

ple promoting scams do.  Each year, the IRS releases the top 12 scams, known as 

the Dirty Dozen. The schemes range from simple refund inflation to technical tax 

shelter deals.  

 

—> Click Here for a Review of This Year’s “Dirty Dozen” 

Promissory Notes and Medicaid 
 

A promissory note is normally given in return for a loan and it is simply a prom-

ise to repay the amount. Classifying asset transfers as loans rather than gifts can 

be useful because it sometimes allows parents to "lend" assets to their children 

and still maintain Medicaid eligibility.  

 

It's good practice when lending money to use a promissory note, whether or not 

the loan is related to Medicaid. To learn more about using promissory notes in 

Medicaid planning, contact your elder law attorney.   

 

 

—> Click Here for the Full Article 
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